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The Unfathomable Oops:
Sefat Emet, Midrash and the post-Revelation Sin

I.The Unfathomable Oops: Midrash
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Exodus 24:3-7
(7) Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All that the LORD
has spoken we will faithfully do!”
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Rabbi Elazar said: When the Jewish people accorded precedence to the declaration “We will do” over
“We will hear,” a Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Who revealed to my children this secret that
the ministering angels use? As it is written: “Bless the Lord, you angels of His, you mighty in strength,
that fulfill His word, hearkening unto the voice of His word” (Psalms 103:20). At first, the angels fulfill His
word, and then afterward they hearken. Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: What is the meaning of
that which is written: “As an apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons.
Under its shadow | delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet to my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)? Why were the
Jewish people likened to an apple tree? It is to tell you that just as this apple tree, its fruit grows before
its leaves, so too, the Jewish people accorded precedence to “We will do” over “We will hear.”

3. Midrash: Shmot Rabbah 27:9
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Another matter, “heed the word of the Lord,” this is analogous to a king who said to his servants: ‘Guard these
two goblets for me,’” and they were made of fine glass. He said to him: ‘Be careful with them.” When [the
servant] was entering the palace, there was a calf at the palace entrance. It butted the servant and one of them
broke. The servant was standing and trembling before the king. He said to him: ‘Why are you trembling?’ He
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said: ‘Because a calf butted me and broke one of the two goblets.’ The king said to him: ‘If so, make certain to
be careful with the second.” So too, the Blessed Holy One said: ‘You crafted two goblets in Sinai, “we will
perform and we will heed.” You violated “we shall perform,” as you made a calf before Me. Be careful with “we
will heed.” That is, “heed the word of the Lord, house of Jacob.”

4. Aggadat Breishit 74 (see also Deuteronomy Rabba 3:10)
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[2] Another explanation: they fulfilled the commandment of Hashem both in action and in hearing, as it says,
"They heard the voice of Hashem as He was speaking the words" (Exodus 20:15), which means that they not
only heard the words, but they also acted on them. This can be compared to a king who betrothed a woman
from a prominent family, and he asked her agent what is she bringing to the marriage, He replied 2 precious
jewels that are priceless. When the king saw them, one slipped off and was lost. The woman was ashamed to
go to her husband with only one stocking, but the king heard about it and told her to keep the remaining one,
and there was nothing wrong with that. Similarly, when the Israelites stood at Mount Sinai to receive the Torah,
they accepted both the action and the hearing of the commandments, as it says, ‘All that the HaShem hath
spoken will we do, and obey.” (Exodus 24:7). The Holy One, blessed be He said, "You have done well in
committing to action, and you will fulfill the hearing as well." They heard the word of Hashem.

Il. The Ever Recurring Pattern: “You Botched Naaseh, be careful with Nishma”
Jacob and Shema

5. Sfas Emes - Genesis, Vayechi, Section 25 (trans. MHK)
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On the verse, “Come together that | can tell you... assemble and hearken” (Gen. 49:1-2)
The Sages wrote: Yaakov sought to reveal the End and be was blocked, etc. We already wrote in another
place that come together and assemble are 2 forms of gathering....

Assemble and hearken (49:2) refers to the hearkening nishma [of Sinai] about which the sages said “You

botched naaseh, be careful with nishma.” This is because commiting to act without first understanding is
supernatural and unsustainable for us.
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And similarly with the tribes, if they would have gathered according to his (His?) will, everything would have
been repaired, because truly Bnei Yisrael are ready for this. They can be redeemed in the twinkle of an eye,
just as when they received the Torah and put naaseh before nishma. At that time they were prepared to be free
from death, as is written “you are divine” (Psalms 82:6). Consequently, they became free people because they
transcended nature, and all exile is only in the natural world. And when they cleave to the Tree of Life, they
transcend nature. And this is the deed of emancipation which is hinted to in the midrash that Yaakov wanted to
transmit to them. But since the alignment was incorrect, he simply cautioned them about hearkening (nishma).

And so too in the 2 paragraphs of the daily Shema: Hearken Yisrael...Hashem is one is mesirut nefesh. And
the Rabbi Issac Luria z| says, if we had the proper intention when uniting Hashem’s name, redemption would
be immediate. And afterwards, the second paragraph-if you hearken, is the aspect of nishma. And finally, the
third paragraph about the exodus hints to redemption, since by way of the 3 paragraphs of the Shema,
redemption is awakened.

Entering the Land of Israel, Tablets, and Torah Scroll
6. Sfas Emes - Deuteronomy, Eikev, Section 22:4 (trans. MHK)

Deuteronomy 9:1-6

... /N D'AXYI D'7TA DA NY)? K27 [T NN DI'D 1V DK 7R yny
INAK W NYRTDY ' ANYNT INTD NRILD YIRDTNK 97 12 07K DI ANZTY N7 D Ry

1"

I'N NWY 17777 X7 OR D TDN WY ynwid At awya onpe 1> "ay 'R IR ynw waTna
.TONN "N XINW DN 7V 1WY1 0'0INT “Tnn w'nd "N ToNa 71 10101 NNy 72X .DN{7T¥A X7 0'01d)
D19 "N XIN YA NIMIX'NL NI 12T 722 W D AINKED1IS "N W NN D ANR QI nYR "I
72X .12 N1'NIAR7 N7NNY 1D DTN YR 7V NNy Da 27201 'K M0 1WA NIon TN D 1ndi NIl
I'NY 91a1 Y912 12W19 0D710 [I'7V a1 'R DX 'MNR DTN D P71 nwwa "N XN NMIXNN [N
NYYI INUNY NINNKAL .D'P7R WY 10 NRIYRY DINE7 971 .9120 [177'D2 DA DDR71D DY TNy
NNDJTRD 9122 NNWIN KN'RTD IN1 NNWIN TN X'NDIDYP7XR 2ANdN Anonnl 1" nwyn ninifa 1
JU'7 2

In the Midrash “Hearken Israel, you are crossing the Jordan” (Deut 9:1), you botched naaseh, be careful with
nishma. (Deuteronomy Rabba 3:10)

This alludes to the fact that if they hadn’t botched naaseh, they would have entered the Land of Israel on the
merit of their righteousness (see 9:6). But now, they enter only through hessed, as explained in the midrash,
that miracles were done on the water [in crossing the Jordan], which represents hessed.

And the notion of being stiff-necked (Deut. 9:6) implies the idea of front and back. Similarly, everything has an
internality and externality. And nishma reflects front, face, and internality, in consonance with the internality
through which the children of Israel inherited the land of Israel, and they continue to bless “for the desirable land
that You bequeathed our ancestors, etc” [as though they still possess the land through hessed]. But repairing
the externality is the characteristic of naaseh, and therefore first Scripture said “I said, you are Divine and all of
you are children of On High all.” (Psalms 82:6) which we explained refers to the soul and body that are destined
to be like angels even with respect to perfected physicality.

And therefore the first tablets were divine creations. But the later tablets, after sinning with naaseh, were
human creations while the writing was divine.

And that alludes to the neshama and the body, as it says (MK25a, Ramban Torat HaAdam10) the soul in the
body is analogous to the Divine names on the parchment.
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lll. The Long Path to Redemption

7. Sfas Emes - Leviticus, Parashat HaChodesh, Section 1 (trans. MHK)
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Veyakhel is written before the mitzvah of Shabbat because on Shabbat we unite in the secret of Oneness. And
that is the central idea of Shabbat-that all of the human desires and strengths should cling to their root, which is
the place of divine inner lifeforce which every person possesses, as indicated by the verse “And Hashem blew
into his nose” (Gen. 2:7) And this is the idea of resting on Shabbat [as written in the Zohar on Ex. 16:29 “A
person should not leave their place...”].

And my grandfather, my rav and teacher of blessed memory explained that before the sin, first the tabernacle is
mentioned, and then afterwards Shabbat. After the sin, Shabbat is mentioned first, before the

tabernacle. Because the servile work constitutes the work of the tabernacle in order to draw divine eminence
literally into action. And Shabbat is rising and ceasing. Therefore before the sin, the servile labor was
preparation for Shabbat. Afterwards, the help of Shabbat was needed for the servile labor of the tabernacle.

And that is the intention of “you botched naaseh, be careful with nishma.” The intention is not, G-d forbid to
be without action! Simply that originally they committed to be exclusively G-d’s. And now, by way of nishmah,
we can merit deeds. And nishma is the idea of Shabbat, as written “Guard my Shabbat...to know the | am
Hashem that sanctifies you” etc (Exodus 31:13)--Shabbat brings knowledge to the human, and therefore it is
needed before the tabernacle. These are the words of my blessed grandfather.

8. Sefat Emet - Exodus, Yitro, Section 21:3
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And my grandfather and teacher of blessed memory said about the midrash “you botched naaseh, be careful
with nishma” that the idea is not to refrain from doing. Rather, before sin, they were able to hearken
leveraging the power of preempting the naaseh. But now the hearkening (nishma) helps to repair the deeds
(naaseh), etc. And that is what is written that the early ones were first to clarify and distinguish on earth, and in
this manner merited the descent of supernal effluence. And now, no matter what, we need to clarify the holy
sparks with the power of Torah.
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